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LEGISLATORS:
LET JSTOR HELP
WITH RESEARCH

Adr pollution, identity theft, and
the impact of tobacco on preg-
nant women are just a few of
the topics addressed by |STOR.
You can access this database of
Full text articles about these and
other subjects of vital concemn to
Legislators via the State Library
Web site, |STOR is one of many
services the State Library
provides for Legislators. For
maore information. call (518)
474-5355 ore-mail
<refserv@mail nysed govs.

STATE BUDGET
UPDATE

The Fiscal Year 2006/2007
Budget enacted by the
Legislature and the Executive
contains good news for
libraries and library systems:

e 520 million for moving
forward on construction of a
new storage facility for
collections of the State
Museum, State Library, and
State Archives:
« %20 million to enhance the
public display of collections of
the State Museum, State
Library, and State Archives;
continued on page 2
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Janet M. Welch

“The Friends of the New York
State Library have had a key
role in the resurgence of the
State Library,” says State
Librarian and Assistant Com-
missioner for Libraries Janet M.
Welch. "Their advocacy, pro-
grams, and other activities
have been invaluable in in-
creasing awareness of and
appreciation for the State
Library's wonderful collections
and services.”

During 2005, members of the
Advocacy Committee informed

government leaders about the
importance of the State Library's
role in the economic develop-
ment of New York State, and in
preserving the State's heritage.
I addition, Friends sousht
support for bills (54193 /AB086)
advancing the New Century
Libraries initiative, and ex-
plained the impartance of filling
the position of Director of the
State Library and other key
vacancies,

Friends' full schedule of pro-
grams included Dr. Kate H.
Winter and Dan Berggren, who
presented a talk about Jeanne
Robert Faster's, Adirondack
Portraits, and an evening with
award winning novelist/screen-
writer Kazuo Ishiguro, cospon-
sored by the New York State
Writers Institute.

Friends continue to fulfill their
mission and look forward to
continued support for the State
Library and its exciting programs,

TELL US

Send comments and
questions about the New
York State Library and its

newsletter to
Mary Redmond
mredmond@mail.nsyed.gov=.

TAKE A SPRING BREAK

The Friends of the State Library
are sponscring a springtime
jaunt through historic Schoharie
County on Sunday, May 7,
Because the rich Farmiands of
the region supplied
Washington's troops with grain,
historians often refer to the
area as the bréadbasket of the
Revolution. Tour will include:
visits to the new Middleburgh
Public Library; the historic Dr.
Best Home; the Schoharie Free
Library housed in an elegant

recently restored Victorian
mansion: the old Stone Fort
Museum Complex and Library:
and a three course dinner in the
eighteenth-century George
Mann Tory Tavern. Cost of the
tripis 372 {$12 of the cost is tax
deductible). A Wade tour bus
will leave the parking lot be-
tween the Cathedral and the
Cultural Education Center on
Madison Avenueat | 2 noon
and return at about 8:30 p.m.
continued on page 2
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STATE BUDGET
UPDATE

continued from page |

» Continued aid to libraries of
$88.9 milliom,

+ A%19.75 million increase in
library aid including $14
million for public library
construction/renovation aid, $3
million For all types of library
systems, and $2.75 million in
funding for library aid so that
the formulas in Education Law
can be fully funded using the
2000 Census with a hold
harmless provisicon;

Many thanks to the Friends for
their support of increased State
Funding for libraries during the
2006 legislative session.

TAKE A SPRING
BREAK

continued from page |

To make a reservation, send a
check with the following
information: your name,
address (including zip code).
and telephone numbern; total
amuount of your check; and
number of reservations. Include
your check made payable to
Friends of the NY5 Library-
Spring Tour. Mail checlk and
information to: The Friends of
the New York State Library-
Spring Tour, Post Office Box
2247, Empire Plaza Station,
Albany, NY 12220.

The tour is limited to 30
peaple, so make your
reservation early. If you have
any questiaons, call | Burns,
(518)463-0025.

New York State Library News
is produced by the Friends of
the New York State Library and
the New York State Library to
inform New Yorkers about the
collections and services of the
State Library.

Editor: Miriam 5. Soffer
Intern: M. Allen McGinley
This newsletter is not published

ar State expense

REMEMBERING THE

Monica and Ralph Hagy

Between 1955 and 1961,
Charles Hagy photographed
construction and early use of
the Saint Lawrence Seaway. On
December 5, 2005 Monica and
Ralph Hagy, daughter and son
of the North Country photogra-
pher, gave their father's phoio-
graphs, detailed project con-
struction progress reports, and
ather documents to the State
Library.

President Eisenhower signed
the Seaway Actin May 1954,
This Act mandated the US. to
join Canada in the construction
of the 5aint Lawrence Seaway
and established the LLS. Saint
Lawrence Seaway Development
Corporation. The Canadian
government authorized con-
struction and had begun worlg
on the Seawayin 1951.0n June
25, 1959, Queen Elizabeth and
President Dwight Eisenhower
officiated at the opening of the
Saint Lawrence Seaway. Ata
cost of 470 million LS, dollars,
the waterway links the Atlantic
Ccean to the heartland of the
U5, and Canada through a
2.342-mile system of canals,
dams, and locls. It takes about
8.5 sailing days to traverse the
system. Almost 50 percent of
Seaway traffic travels to and

SAINT LAWRENCE SEAWAY

from overseas ports, mostly in
Europe, the Middle East, and
Africa, Several Great Lakes
ports are closer to European
markets than LS. East Coast or
Gulf ports. Often cheaper than
other routes, and an enviran-
mentally-friendly mode of
transportation, the Saint
Lawrence Seaway continues to
be a major artery for transport-
ing grain, iron ore, coal, stee|
and other products.

The Hagys lived in Massena
when their father was taking
pictures of the Seaway. Recall
ing growing up in the North
Country, Ralph Hagy said, "It
was so cold in the winter my
father put a blanket over the
hood of the car to keep the
engine warm enousgh to start.”

Interim Director Mary Redmeond
expressed the Library's appre-
ciation for acquiring such "a
wonderful pictorial record of a
landmark twentieth century
event.” KathiStanley, Associate
Librarian, agrees: "These materi-
als are a boon Lo researchers
studying the political, social,
architectural, and economic
impact of one of the State’s
largest building projects.”
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TAYLOR BRANCH FEATURED AT

ANNUAI_ MEETING
Vigorous in 2006. At Canaan's Edge,
applause the third book in Branch's
greeted Taylor  widely acclaimed trilogy on

Branch, Pulitzer  the Civil Rights Movement,
. Prize-winning  covers the last three years of
author and Martin Luther King’s life and
histarian takes the reader from the
| featured atthe  march on Montgomery ta his
annual meeting assassination in Memphis.
Taylor Branch of the Friends Parting the Waters and Pillar
of the State of fire are the first two vol -
Library, held March 28 at the umes in Branch's deeply
Cultural Education Center's researched, action-packed
Clark Auditorium, Branch read trilogy. The event was co-
and spoke about At Canaan's sponsored by the New York
Edge: America in the King State Writers Institute,
Years, 1965- 1 268, published

Visit the State Library's Web Site
<http://www.nysl.nysed.gov>
aearch xcelsion, s online caralog ol
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B Celebrate Black History.
Use the African-American
Mosaic to learn maore about
Black history and culture.

B Locate it. Find the map of
your choice in the MNaticnal
Atlas of the United States,

B Enjoy literature. Browse
B Feel good. Search full texts of fiction, poetry, and
HealthWeb for information

about health problems.
Aﬂd MHUH MGI’E

Instructions ia ichi St J1e gva
=HUp AWw s I,f ol o Trianls

For more |nFnrmat|en call
{518 474-7920 or e-mail;
<excelsior @mail.nysed.gov=.

non-fiction pravided by EServer.

BE A FRIEND

foin the Friends of the New Yark
State Library, In addition to the
deep satisfactions of preserving
your heritage and sustaining a
world-renowned public research
library, you can cbtain special
discounts at local bookstores, Select;

m Sustaining Membership. $25.
Receive discounts at three book
shops: 20% at Borders Books &
Music in Colonie, 20% single use
discount on one in-stock title at
the Book House in Stuyvesant
Plaza or Market Block Books in
Troy, and 25% off one purchase at
the Open Door Bookstore in
Schenectady.

m Contributing Membership. $50
or more. Receive all of the above
plus recognition in New York
State Library News,

Every Friend also receives:

B Free admission to the Friends
Annual Meeting featuring a talk
by an auther of a recently pub-
lished book,

mInvitations to other stimulating
programs at the State Library.

E A subscription to the New York
State Library News, an illustrated
quarterly newsletter,

E Remote access to Health
Reference Center-Academic. a
database for health and medicine.

To join Friends of the New York
State Library, complete the form
below and mail it with vour check,

Fo o Friewds of the New York State Library, complete the form belone and pel owith vour check,

New York State Library News

m Yes, | want to join Friends of the New York State Library. [T new member

My check for (]525 (1550 (15

Name
Address
City/State/Lip

Dreuewa]

is enclosed

Make check payable to Friends of the New York State Library and mail to: Treasurer,
Friends of the New York State Library, PO Box 2247 Empire Plaza Station, Albany, NY 12220
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UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL:
THE ELKANAH WATSON COLLECTION

_Elkanah Watson

During the early years of the
Republic (the 40 years follow-
ing the end of the Revolutionary
War), America was a fast-
growing, agricultural nation.
Despite swings in the country’s
ecanomy, it was a land of great
opportunity, accompanied by
tremendous social and environ-
mental change. New York, the
maost dynamic Statein the
nation, led the way. The state’s
population increased from
340,120in 179010 1,372.812
in 1820, according to Alan
Taylorin the July 1995 issue of
New York History. The lraquois
papulation was decimated by
disease and war. Treaties

diminished the amount of land
they inhabited in the forests of
central and western New York,
and the Yankee invasion
began. Fueled by poor farm-
land and fewer oppartunities,
MNew Englanders, with their
religious intensity and burning
ambition, poured into New
Yark State, They cleared
forests, established farms, and
tounded communities: In
Otseso County, "The axe, and
the saw, the forge and the
wheel were busy from dawn to
cusk,” wrote Susan Fenimore
Coaper about this time of great
expansion.

For an up close and persanal
view of these early years of
the Republic, consult the
Elkanah Watson Papers, 1773-
1884 in the collections of the
State Library. This rags to
riches story sheds light on life
during this period. Born in
Plymouth, Massachusetts,
Watson (1758-1842), too poor
to finance a business of his
own, started his career as an
apprentice to the Providence,
Rhode |sland merchant john
Brown. During the course of his
adventures, the enterprising
yOuUng man spent a menth with

Benjamin Franklin in France,
and two months at Mount
Vernon with George Washing-
ton. In 1789, when the Yankee
invasion was in full force,
Watson moved to Albany, He
engaged in land speculation in
the central part of the State
and other regions, explored the
idea of a canal linking the
Hudson and Lake Erie, and
promoted free schoaols, turn-
pikes and stagecoach lines: In
1803, the State Legislature
sgrranted him a charter to estab-
lish the State Bank of Albany.
By 1807, he made enough
money to retire to a farm near
Pittsfield, Massachusetts
where he explored scientific
methods to improve raising
crops and livestock, introduced
Merino sheep to this country.,
initiated county agricultural
societies and started that all
American institution, the
county fair,

For more information about the
Elkanah Watsan Papers, check
the finding aid at <http://
www.nyslinvsedgov/msscfa/
sc 13294 htm> or consult the
Caollection at the State Library's
| 1th fioor reading room.

Mew York State Library News
Mew York State Library

N.Y.5. Education Department
Albany, NY 12230

State Library Hours

Monday through Friday
9am. to5 pm.

For more information, call
(518)474-5355 or e-mail
<refservi@mailnysed gov>




